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Have you noticed some of your aloes blooming this summer? A few members have reported blooms
on species that normally only flower in January and February. It is anyone’s guess what has caused
this flowering out of season.

PLANT OF THE MONTH 2007

Cactus Succulent

September  Turbinicarpus, Strombocactus, Succulerh@liads
Pelecyphora

October Rebutia, Sulcorebutia Agave

November  Variegates Variegates

Dyckia x ‘Bill Paylen’ — a Bill Baker hybrid, photby Nels Christianson

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Succulent of the Month — September 2007 Succulent Bromeliads

The Bromeliads like Cacti are a New World family. Like th€acti they have evolved to cover a range of
environments, from the Coastal Mountains of Chitethe plains of Argentina, to the Amazon, the sicyub
and Montane forests of Brazil, all of Central Ansariand Mexico, the off-shore Islands, and even the
temperature regions of Argentina and the UnitedeSta

Dyckia fosteriana

The BromeliadFamily is one of the monocots, along wiaveandAloe, however it is a very distant relative
of these more common succulents, and is more gl@dikd to thePalms Heliconia and the non-succulent
monocots of the tropics. Mo&romeliadsare not succulent. They come from tropical f&restd require a
steady source of water.

There are at least three regions where graduahtiirashange forced sonBromeliadgenera (and some species
of other genera) to become succulent. The beswvkrad the succulent genera dgckia from Brazil and the
surrounding countrie®?uya which are mostly Andean plantdechtig largely confined to Mexico, and the
Tillandsia, which inhabit regions from Virginia to Argentinalhere are some spectacular succulents in other
genera as well.

DyckiaandHechtiahave similar cultural requirements, even thougly lre a hemisphere apart. Both like well
draining soil. Most species can tolerate some,antd light frosts are generally not a problemheéavy frost

will cause some tip damage, but is usually notlfafehey can take full sun when planted in the gdhubut
prefer some protection from the worst of the haatnd) the day. The roots are more sensitive tatmeting
than the leaves. There are dozens of speci®ycfia Hechtianames need work; there are many unnamed
species, and many species with more than one nahmere are spectacular forms just waiting for galion.

A lesser-known genus with a significant numberwfcsilent species ®rthophytum This genus comes from
Brazil, and the genus for the most part occupiesian and humid environment. Many of @ethophytumare
spectacularly flocked with special cells (trichomtsat pull moisture directly out of the air. Banafstrichome
rich and trichome poor regions on the leaves diesé plants a spectacular coloring.

References:

H. JacobseniA Handbook of Succulent Plants
D. Benzing Bromeliaceae Profile of an Adaptive Radiation Tom Glavich August 2003
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Pelecyphora

The genus Pelecyphora is thought to have two species, aselliformis and strobiliformis. They are generally
small globular plants native to the Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Le6n and San Luis Potosi. Of slow
growth and commonly found grafted in collections, they become elongated with age. Pelecyphora prefer a
night temperature above 45° F. These plants are now uncommon in habitat.
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