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Have you noticed some of your aloes blooming this summer?  A few members have reported blooms 
on species that normally only flower in January and February.  It is anyone’s guess what has caused 
this flowering out of season.    

  
 

PLANT OF THE MONTH 2007 
 

  Cactus     Succulent 
  

 
September Turbinicarpus, Strombocactus, Succulent Bromeliads 
      Pelecyphora      
 
October Rebutia, Sulcorebutia   Agave 
 
November Variegates    Variegates 
 

 
Dyckia x ‘Bill Paylen’ – a Bill Baker hybrid,  photo by Nels Christianson 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
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�
Succulent of the Month – September 2007 – Succulent Bromeliads 

 
The Bromeliads, like Cacti are a New World family.  Like the Cacti they have evolved to cover a range of 
environments, from the Coastal Mountains of Chile, to the plains of Argentina, to the Amazon, the dry scrub 
and Montane forests of Brazil, all of Central America and Mexico, the off-shore Islands, and even the 
temperature regions of Argentina and the United States. 
 

 
Dyckia fosteriana 

 
The Bromeliad Family is one of the monocots, along with Agave and Aloe, however it is a very distant relative 
of these more common succulents, and is more closely allied to the Palms, Heliconia, and the non-succulent 
monocots of the tropics.  Most Bromeliads are not succulent.  They come from tropical forests and require a 
steady source of water. 
 
There are at least three regions where gradual climatic change forced some Bromeliad genera (and some species 
of other genera) to become succulent.  The best known of the succulent genera are Dyckia, from Brazil and the 
surrounding countries, Puya, which are mostly Andean plants, Hechtia, largely confined to Mexico, and the 
Tillandsia, which inhabit regions from Virginia to Argentina.  There are some spectacular succulents in other 
genera as well. 
 
Dyckia and Hechtia have similar cultural requirements, even though they are a hemisphere apart.  Both like well 
draining soil.  Most species can tolerate some cold, and light frosts are generally not a problem.  A heavy frost 
will cause some tip damage, but is usually not fatal.  They can take full sun when planted in the ground, but 
prefer some protection from the worst of the heat during the day.  The roots are more sensitive to overheating 
than the leaves.  There are dozens of species of Dyckia.  Hechtia names need work; there are many unnamed 
species, and many species with more than one name.  There are spectacular forms just waiting for cultivation. 
 
A lesser-known genus with a significant number of succulent species is Orthophytum.  This genus comes from 
Brazil, and the genus for the most part occupies a warm and humid environment.  Many of the Orthophytum are 
spectacularly flocked with special cells (trichomes) that pull moisture directly out of the air. Bands of trichome 
rich and trichome poor regions on the leaves give these plants a spectacular coloring.  
References: 
 
H.  Jacobsen, A Handbook of Succulent Plants 
D. Benzing, Bromeliaceae Profile of an Adaptive Radiation                       Tom Glavich  August 2003 
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Pelecyphora 
 
The genus Pelecyphora is thought to have two species, aselliformis and strobiliformis.  They are generally 
small globular plants native to the Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo León and San Luís Potosí.  Of slow 
growth and commonly found grafted in collections, they become elongated with age.  Pelecyphora prefer a 
night temperature above 45º F.  These plants are now uncommon in habitat. 
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About DRY TIMES 
 

DRY TIMES is published monthly by the Sunset Succulent Society (SSS), whose officers are: 
 

President Rosalie Gorchoff  (310) 822-1783 Vice Pres. Brigitte Williams  (818) 352-4531 
Secretary Peggy Oberg  (310) 645-7946 Treasurer Jeff Jamison   (310) 647-7946 

2nd Vice Pres., Plant of the Month     Karen Ostler 
 
Material for publication in the newsletter must be in the Editors' hands by the 1st day of the publication month (e.g., by Aug. 1 for the next 
issue).  Articles and letters may be edited for space and clarity.  Editorial comment and signed articles are the opinions of the Editor or 
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the Board of Directors of the Society, an affiliate of the Cactus and Succulent Society 
of America, Inc.  Unless expressly denied in a note with the article, all material in the newsletter may be reprinted by non-profit 
organizations, provided that proper credit is given to the SSS and the author, and that one copy of the publication containing the reprinted 
material be sent to the Editors.  Reproduction in whole or in part by any other organization or publication without the permission of the SSS 
is prohibited. 


