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2007 Sunset Succulent Society
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Plant of the Month for November will be variegates for both cactus and succulent.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Succulent of the Month October 200Agave
Agavesare native to Southern North America, Mexico, Central Americathidrn South America and the West
Indies. There are dozens of species, and hundreds of cultivars, selected for specfatmmodord spination.

Agaves thrive with regular feeding with any general-purposditerti Their appearance is best when they are
cleaned regularly, with debris removed from the leaves, and dead leaweved to prevent insects from
making homes. Many offset freely, and these offsets can be rerandegkpotted, giving a steady supply of
small plants. Many growers keep the offsets, and dispose of the rnpdime, keeping size, health and
condition under control.

Agave filifera compactantered in the 2001 Intercity Show by Lem and Pat Higgs
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Although many members of this genus grow large with age, thgyaatieularly good looking as seedlings, and
can be kept small for many years in pots. An Agave’s growthesked by small pots, particularly if the roots
are pruned by about a third every few years.

References

H. Gentry,The Agave Family in Sonora
M. & G. Irish, Agaves, Yuccas and Related Plants Tom Glavich September 2003
Photos by T. Nomer

Cacti of the Month October 2007Rebutia and Sulcorebutia

Rebutiaand Sulcorebutiaare both genera from the highlands of Bolivia and Northern
Argentina. They are similar in appearance, in habitat and cult@@ming from high
altitudes, they are both tolerant of cold, and if dry, can be leftroatl iweather. The
populations ofSulcorebutiaand Rebutia overlap, but there are no natural hybrids are
known.

There has been debate from the start on whether oBulobrebutiaand Rebutiaare
Argentina different genera. Current research is leading to the lumping bfibtt Rebutia The
issue will ultimately be settled by genetic studies. Forpitesent they are treated as
separate genera, and they appear this way in almost allnedsrecatalogs and show
schedules. Both genera cover large altitude ranges, and manys syecs® variable that
collections from nearby populations or even the same population at wlifferees have
been given different names. There are far more names thanssp&bie books by John
Pilbeam help make sense of the species and varieties.

Both genera are easily grown. They are dormant in winter, aridcstaow in late March
or April. They flower from April through June, with the peak flowerperiod varying

. from year to year depending on the weather. Two flowering cyalescommon in
cultivation in California. The flowers are almost always numeransl vary in color from purple and red
through orange to yellow. They do well in normal compost, and grow bigssteady fertilization, when in
active growth. They are both attractive to spider mites. Daroag be prevented by frequent inspection, and a
weekly, forceful wash down with water. They like open moving air, and do better outside ehlaayree.

Propagation from offsets is easy. The offsets should be cut foffp ldry for a few days, and then replanted.
Very small offsets can be successfully rooted. Seed is easy to germinaseshmrt lived.

Editor's Note: Because of their preference for cooler nighssimmer plants of these two families generally do
well in the coastal areas of Los Angeles. Morning sun until 1:G0# p.m. is best. To encourage spring
flowering they must be kept fairly dry in the winter. Be vigilan the control of red spider mites and mealy
bugs.
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Sulcorebutia rauschiéntered in the 2001 Intercity Show by D. & E. Tufenkian
Photo T. Nomer

References
John PilbeamRebutia
John PilbeamSulcorebutia and Weingartia
John PilbeamCacti for the Connoisseur
Cullman, Gotz and Gronefhe Encyclopedia of Cacti
September 2003 Tom Glavich

Rebutia heliosa var. condorensis, photo by NelssGanson

2007 Sunset Succulent Society



