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February 2008 Plant of the Month Winners

Junior Cactus
1% Place
2" place
3" Place

Senior Cactus
1% Place

Junior Succulent
1% Place
2" place
3" Place

Senior Succulent
1% Place
2" Place
3" Place

Stan Kamin
Joyce Enomoto
Brian Gold

John Matthews

Brian Gold
Peggy Oberg
Peggy Oberg

Jim Hanna
John Matthews
Jim Hanna

Crested monstrose
Hildewinteria aureispina ‘Monstrose
Mammillaria theresae crest

Lobivia tegleriana crest

Aeonium cv. Sunburst
Aeonium simsii
Aeonium-Sedum ‘Aurora’

Sedum furfuraceum
Aeonium domesticum variegata
Sedum clavatum

The January POM judge was Gary James accompanied by two Sunset members.
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Mammillaria humboldtii, Huntington Botanical Gardgmphoto by Nels Christianson
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PLANT OF THE MONTH 2008

Cactus Succulent
April Astrophytum Pelargonium, Sarcocaulon
May Lobivia, Echinopsis, Trichocereus Euphorbia, Non-Madagascar, head type
June Notocactus/Parodia, Uebelmannia Pachypodium, Adenium
September ~ Gymnocalycium Aloes — Madagascar
October Ariocarpus Agave, Calibanus, Nolina, Yucca
November Miniature under 3” Conophytum, Lithops, Argyroderma,

Faucaria

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 12-13, South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical
Gardens, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes, information, 310-832-2262.

April 19-20, Green Scene Plant Sale, Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., Fullerton CA 92831.
April 27, South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, same as above address, information, 310-
831-1209.

May 3-4, Sunset Succulent Society Show and Sale, Ve terans Memorial Center, Garden Room,
4117 Overland Ave., Culver City. Info 310-822-1783.

May 18, Huntington Plant Sale, 10:00-5:00, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 626-405-2160.

May 18, Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, Arcadia, 310-670-8148.

June 7-8, Sand Diego Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, Balboa Park, Room 101,
information, 619-477-4779.

Various Kalanchoes, Huntington Botanical Gardehst@ by Nels Christianson
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Sunset Succulent Society

Cactus of the Month — March 200&traight Spined Mammillaria Clusters

Mammillariais one of the larger genera in t@actusfamily, and one of the most variable, with some members
remaining as solitary columns for their entire lives, some irgntaas fingernail size solitary globulars, some
clumped and heavily spined with hooks. However, some of the most attractive are the straeyl clusters.

Mammillaria geminispina

Although mostMammillaria are native to Mexico, some species in the genus can be found framigalto
Kansas and California. With this wide distribution, the cultivatiaqumrements obviously vary considerably.
The species from the tropics and warmer areas are raretgriobf cold and damp. Those from the drier desert
regions are also intolerant of continued damp, but can take considesltbleWith these restrictions aside,
mostMammillaria are easy to grow.

The secrets to good growth are a continued supply of fertilizer dthengrowing season, strong light, and
maintenance of a clean and insect free growing environment. Theappeaf white mealy bug egg cases
(Mammillaria’s worst enemy) on the tips of the spines or the appearance of ams that mealy bugs are

sucking the sap and life of the plant. Immediate treatmentjisresl, with a thorough washing, and spraying
with an insecticide.

Propagation oMammillaria clusters is easy. Cuttings can be taken at any time duringrofeng season
(April to early November), left to dry for a few days and re@dnih a clean potting mix. Rooting is fairly
rapid, with short white roots generally appearing after a coupleeeks. Mammillaria are one of the easiest
species to grow from seed. The seeds are simply placed on togaaipapotting mix, covered with a light
coating of gravel, placed in a plastic bag in bright light, but outlicfct sun and allowed to germinate.
Germination usually occurs in a week or 10 days. The seedlingsagamm she plastic bag for several weeks
until they get large enough to survive unprotected, and should then be removed to a diijIl=itdateghter and
drier environment. Most will survive, and grow quickly.

References:

J. PilbeamCactus for the Connoisseur
R. Craig,The Mammillaria Handbook
C. Innes & C. Glas€acti
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Succulent of the Month, March 200&€etyledon, Tylecodon & Kalanchoe

Cotyledon, Tylecodomand Kalanchoeare genera in th€rassulaceag-amily. All are winter growers, and
generally look their best in from late fall through early spring.

Cotyledon ladismithensis

Cotyledonis a genus of mostly shrubby plants with showy leaves. The gewestered in Africa, stretching
from South Africa to Saudi Arabia.

Tylecodon pearsonii
Tylecodonis a relatively new genus first published in 1978. In books published laferdate, most plants

that we know today a3ylecodonwill appear asCotyledon In habitat, Tylecodonare generally deciduous,
losing their leaves in summer whiotyledontend to be evergreen.

Kalanchoe tomentosa

Kalanchoeis a pan tropical genus, with a large number of species inaAdinc Madagascar, with significant
(but less well known) populations in Socotra, India, tropical Asia, Indonesia, and a few ial Gemgrica.

2007 Sunset Succulent Society
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Kalanchoeis by far the most widely propagated and grown succulent plant wdHd. It is produced by the
millions as a winter houseplant all over the world.

Cultivation of all three genera is easy. Both are winter gmwdormant in the summer. During dormancy,
Tylecodonprefer little or no water, depending on size, wi@lletyledonseem to do better with infrequent
watering or misting even while dormant. Kalanchoe generally derbeith some water all year round. Many
of the smaller species are under-shrubs, and do best with a little shade in the summer.

References
H. Jacobsem Handbook of Succulent Plants
M. Sajeva and M. Costanz8ucculents, The Illustrated Dictionary
Tom Glavich, December 2002

Field Trip

On Saturday, February 9, several Sunset members traveled by van to the San Diege Bfiet Show and
Sale in Balboa Park. With its bright sunshine the day could not have been more beautifule Tdatisald

three or four vendors that usually do not sell in the Los Angeles area and as such thegdptitesé&hinset
members with a tantalizing array of plants. The extra space in the van waduieapon departing for Old

Town where the members had lunch and stopped by the nursery of Michael and Joyce Buckner.sdmyce wa
hand to welcome the group. Heading north the travelers left I-5 at Delmar and heasede=zsitiful country
roads to Rancho Soledad Nursery for a scheduled stop. The staff welcomed the group and sygsptiethena
nursery which was enormous. It was a real sight to see how succulents are growhdoagrgties. Some
members picked up landscape quality plants for their collections.

For those of you interested in tropical plants, you may want to check out this websdengega April 26,
2008, film presentation at Cal Tech, 332 South Michigan Avenue, Pasadena, entitled “Hoteli&fel
http://events.caltech.edu/events/event-4470.html

About DrY TIMES

DRy TIMES is published monthly by theSunset Succulent Socie({sSS), whose officers are:

President Rosalie Gorchoff (310) 822-1783  Vice e Brigitte Williams (818) 352-4531
Secretary Peggy Oberg (310) 645-7946  Treasurer fgdamison (310) 647-7946
2" Vice Pres., Plant of the Month  Laurel Woodley

Material for publication in the newsletter must bein the Editors' hands by the 1st day of the publichon month (e.g., by Aug. 1 for the next
issue). Articles and letters may be edited for spa and clarity. Editorial comment and signed artites are the opinions of the Editor o
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the vieswof the Board of Directors of the Society, an affate of the Cactus and Succulent Society
of America, Inc. Unless expressly denied in a notwith the article, all material in the newsletter may be reprinted by non-profit
organizations, provided that proper credit is givento the SSS and the author, and that one copy ofehpublication containing the reprinted
material be sent to the Editors. Reproduction in wole or in part by any other organization or publication without the permission of the SS$
is prohibited.
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