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** Please bring in any Sunset Show trophies you may have to the next meeting!  **�
 �
February 2007 Plant of the Month Winners  
 
Junior Cactus 
1st Place  Brian Gold   Mammillaria plumosa 
2nd Place  Robert Trichter Mammillaria geminspina, Rio Verde form 
3rd Place  Phillip Herrera Mammillaria spinosissima 
   
Senior Cactus 
1st Place  Nels Christianson    Mammillaria marksiana 
  
Junior Succulent 
1st Place  Darlene Weld Crassula x ‘Fernwood’ 
2nd Place  J. & B. Campbell Crassula sarcocaulis 
3rd Place  J. & B. Campbell Crassula pubescens v. radicola    
  
Senior Succulent 
1st Place  Jim Hanna  Crassula v. rattrayi    
2nd Place  Jim Hanna  Crassula x ‘Coralita’ 
3rd Place  Jim Hanna  Crassula x ‘Dorothy’ 
  
The January POM judges were Woody Minnich, Paul Cooley, and Paul Clark.    
 

  �   
Aloe pillansii, UC Berkeley Botanical Gardens, photo by Nels Christianson 
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Aztekium contains two species, ritteri (discovered 1929) and hintonii (discovered 1991).  Both are 
from the state of Nuevo León.  These exotic plants are slow growing, globular, and grayish-green in 
color. 
 
Geohintonia mexicana, native to the Sierra Madre of the state of Nuevo León, was discovered in 
1992.  It is named in honor of its discoverer, George Hinton.  The plant is grayish-green, solitary and 
becomes slowly columnar.  It prefers a nighttime temperature above 50º F. 
 
Epithelantha, described in 1922, has three beautifully and densely white-spined species with a few 
subspecies.   These small globose plants can be solitary or offsetting.  Their origin is the southern 
counties of Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas, as well as northern Chihuahua, Mexico.  E. micromeris 
has a tap root and is relatively easy to grow in cultivation. 
 

PLANT OF THE MONTH 2007 
 

  Cactus     Succulent 
April  Uebelmannia, Buiningia   Cucurbits 
 
May  Hooked-spined Mammillarias    Caudiciform Asclepiads 
 
June  Melocactus, Discocactus   Madagascan Euphorbias 
   
September Turbinicarpus, Strombocactus,  Madagascan Euphorbias (such as 

Pelecyphora ambovombensis, cap-st.mariensis, decaryi, 
cylindrifolia, francoisii)   

     
October Rebutia, Sulcorebutia    Agave 
 
November Variegates     Variegates 
 
 

CSSA Promotional Article (2007, No. 1) 
 
The next big CSSA event will be the biennial convention in Seattle, Washington, May 25-30, 2007. While Seattle is not 
exactly in cactus country, there are a number of other features of the area that make Seattle an attractive venue for our 
upcoming convention. I will mention some of the convention highlights here, but you will be able to obtain much more 
information by accessing the CSSA website (http://www.cssainc.org) and clicking on “convention.” As in the recent past, 
the convention will consist of four days of programs (two on succulents and two on cacti), with a day of field trips in 
between. You can register for the convention on line or print a registration form from a PDF file and mail it with payment 
to Mindy Fusaro, Convention Registrar. Of course, you have to be a member of CSSA in order to attend the convention, 
but you can join CSSA via the Convention Registration Form. 
 
We will be welcoming back favorite speakers from past conventions including Sheila Collenette, John Lavranos, Graham 
Williamson, and as Banquet Speaker, Graham Charles. Other speakers well known to CSSA members include Jon 
Rebman of the San Diego Natural History Museum, CSSA Board members Joe Clements and Leo Martin, former editor 
of the CSSA Journal Myron Kimnach, and our immediate past President Dan Mahr. Finally, we are happy to welcome 
first-time CSSA Convention speakers Urs Eggli, Peter Gammarano, and Nick Heiting. 
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Two trips are being offered on fieldtrip day, one for the dedicated cactophile to Yakima, Washington, to view 
Pediocactus in habitat and the other for the rest of us, to the Weyerhaueser Rhododendron Garden and Bonsai collection 
and to the Seattle Conservatory, which houses a fabulous plant collection. 
 
A major draw for conventioneers is always vendor sales and the upcoming convention will be no exception. So far, there 
are up to nine plant vendors, some familiar, some unknown to me, at least one pottery vendor and one book vendor, 
Rainbow Gardens. Evening activities include the opening banquet, the CSSA Convention Auction, and the closing 
Banquet with the promise of spectacular entertainment. 
 
Please note: we are always looking for donations for the Auction, plants or plant-related items. Funds from the auction 
support succulent plant research grants and other CSSA activities. Anyone who’d like to make a donation should contact 
your truly (see below). 
 
The convention venue is the Double Tree Hotel, very conveniently close to the Seattle Tacoma International Airport. It’s 
a very attractive hotel with ideal facilities for our convention. Rooms are available for conventioneers for the special rate 
of $99 per night for up to 4 persons. 
 
The local committee (members of the Cascade Cactus and Succulent Society) has arranged a number of day trips to local 
points of interest for non-cactophile spouses. 
 
Finally, the CSSA Field Trips Committee has arranged a post-convention tour to Baja California. This trip is basically a 
repeat of the Baja tour held after the San Diego Convention in 1997. As a participant on that trip, I can report that it’s an 
absolutely fabulous trip, which I highly recommend to anyone interested in the very special flora of that part of Mexico. 
Details of the trip are available on the CSSA website and also in a recent (November-December 2006) issue of the CSSA 
newsletter, To the Point. 
 
Good Growing, 
 
Bob Barth, Publicity Chair 
CSSA Board of Directors 
602 Terrace Mountain Drive 
Austin, TX 78746 
Tel (512) 327-1173 
E-mail: b.barth@mail.utexas.edu  

 
CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
In order to help support and encourage attendance at the CSSA Convention in Seattle Sunset 
Succulent Society will reimburse members who register and attend the Convention up to $275.00 
(associate members $137.50).  In order to receive the reimbursement you must give a copy of your 
Convention receipt to our treasurer, Jeff Jamison. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
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About DRY TIMES 
 

DRY TIMES is published monthly by the Sunset Succulent Society (SSS), whose officers are: 
 

President Rosalie Gorchoff  (310) 822-1783 Vice Pres. Brigitte Williams  (818) 352-4531 
Secretary Peggy Oberg  (310) 645-7946 Treasurer Jeff Jamison   (310) 647-7946 

2nd Vice Pres., Plant of the Month     Karen Ostler 
 
Material for publication in the newsletter must be in the Editors' hands by the 1st day of the publication month (e.g., by Aug. 1 for the next 
issue).  Articles and letters may be edited for space and clarity.  Editorial comment and signed articles are the opinions of the Editor or 
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the Board of Directors of the Society, an affiliate of the Cactus and Succulent Society 
of America, Inc.  Unless expressly denied in a note with the article, all material in the newsletter may be reprinted by non-profit 
organizations, provided that proper credit is given to the SSS and the author, and that one copy of the publication containing the reprinted 
material be sent to the Editors.  Reproduction in whole or in part by any other organization or publication without the permission of the SSS 
is prohibited. 

��


