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March 2008 Plant of the Month Winners
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Junior Cactus

1% Place Brian Gold

2" Place Brian Gold
Stan Kamin

3" Place Brian Gold

Senior Cactus

1% Place Karen Ostler

2" Place Karen Ostler

3rd Place Karen Ostler

Junior Succulent

1% Place Brian Gold

2" Place Phillip Herrera
Stan Kamin

3" Place Brian Gold

Senior Succulent

1% Place John Matthews

2" Place Jim Hanna

3" Place Laurel Woodley

Mammillaria hahniana superba
Mammillaria nejapensis
Mammillaria sp.

Mammillaria geminispina

Mammillaria voburnensis
Mammillaria pseudocrucigera
Mammillaria luethyi

Tylecodon paniculatus
Tylecodon sp.

Kalanchoe sp.

Kalanchoe beharensis cv. Fang

Tylecodon dinteri
Kalanchoe tomentosa
Tylecodon paniculatus

The March POM judges were Annette Needleman and Lee Freehling accompanied by Laurel Woodley.

Astrophytum ornatum, Huntington Botanical Gardgaimto by Nels Christianson
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PLANT OF THE MONTH 2008

Cactus Succulent
May Lobivia, Echinopsis, Trichocereus Euphorblan-Madagascar, head type
June Notocactus/Parodia, Uebelmannia Pachypodidemium
September  Gymnocalycium Aloes — Madagascar
October Ariocarpus Agave, Calibanus, Nolinactai
November Miniature under 3” Conophytum, Lithopsgyroderma,
Faucaria

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 12-13, South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical
Gardens, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes, information, 310-832-2262.

April 19-20, Green Scene Plant Sale, Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., Fullerton CA 92831.
April 27, South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, same as above address, information, 310-
831-1209.

May 3-4, Sunset Succulent Society Show and Sale, Ve terans Memorial Center, Garden Room,
4117 Overland Ave., Culver City. Info 310-822-1783.

May 18, Huntington Plant Sale, 10:00-5:00, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 626-405-2160.

May 18, Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, Arcadia, 310-670-8148.

June 7-8, Sand Diego Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, Balboa Park, Room 101,
information, 619-477-4779.

June 14, Gates Cactus and Succulent 29" Show and Sale, 9-4, Jurupa Mountains Cultural Center,
7621 Granite Hill Drive, Glen Avon, CA., Info: 909-360-8802.

June 14-15, Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, Sepulveda Garden Center,
16633 Magnolia Blvd., Encino, CA, Info: 818-363-3432.

June 27-29, CSSA Annual Show and Sale, Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San
Marino, CA , 626-405-2160 or 2277. Plant sales start June 27.

Cactus of the Month, April 2008 -Astrophytum

Astrophytumsare often one of the first cacti a collector stawith. They are available for pennies (or now

guarters) in discount stores, groceries, and hoameecs. How can anyone resist the $1.29 specedkéd
Bishop’s Cap? More than a few show plants stastédhis way. At the same time, growing a perfé6tor 20
year old specimen plant is a challenge few grovears master. Fortunately, the genus offers rewardbs
surprises at every level between, making it onth@imost popular of cacti at all levels.
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Astrophytum capricorneexhibited by Laura Oster in the 2001 Inter-cityo®h

Astrophytumsre native to Southern Texas and Northern Celtexico. They grow in a very arid region, with
a porous mineral soil. One of the cultivation diffities with Astrophytum is their tendency to spigen from
sudden increases in soil moisture level. To atoig] keep them in a soil that is very quick toinlrand which

has little organic matter. A mixture of pumice agrdvel or very coarse sand, with only a littletpaf soil is
best for these plants.

Astrophytum asteriagxhibited by Carol and Paul Maker in the 2001 rhoiey Show
Astrophytum asteriags the smallest of the species. It is the hartiegfrow well, prone to splitting if over
watered.
Astrophytum capricornas generally the longest spined species.
Astrophytum myriostigmas the well known ‘Bishops Cap.’
Astrophytum ornatumfrom Hidalgo can grow to 12 inches in diameter dde feet in height.

References Anderson, EThe Cactus Family

Cullman, Gotz and Gronefhe Encyclopedia of Cacti
Tom Glavich June 2002 Photos T. Nomer
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Succulent of the Month, April 2008Sarcocaulon and Pelargonium

Pelargonium and Sarcocaulare two succulent genera of tleraniaceadamily. Sarcocaulonis native to
South Africa and Namibia, and Pelargonium is cautdhere, but with outlier species appear as fayaas
Kenya and Yemen. Most of the succulent speciesedoom South Africa or Namibia.

Pelargoniumsare mostly winter growing succulents. They arardmt in the summer, and at this time some
look like dead sticks. Most species are very ¢agyrow, if attention is paid to providing an emnment very
similar to their South African home. Some specsegh ad. echinatunandP. tristeare tolerant enough to be
naturalized in the ground in Southern Californiaewhgiven good drainage and protected from summer
watering. Many species will not go dormant if wate all summer, but the plant health and appearbatte
suffer.

Sarcocaulons a small genus of about 14 species. Growinglitioms for Sarcocaulorare identical to those for
Pelargonium however most require a drier summer environmentblest growth.  The potting mix for
Pelargoniums and Sarcocaul@hould be well drained, with only small amountsoafanic matter. Fertilizer
should be applied sparingly, and only during gobdght and warm) growing weather. A potting mix
recommended by Michael Vassar is 50% pumice, 35%he builders sand and 15% leaf mold based planter
mix. Plants growing under these conditions wilystompact, have thick leaves, and a healthy appear A
well-grown Pelargoniumwill have leaves that appear to float near thiokged stems. If given too much water
and fertilizer, they will grow leggy, and the leawsill become soft, large and droop. Plants grnard will be
healthier, and better able to survive hot summadamaged. AlPelargoniumseed pruning to maintain size
and shape. Pinching new growth will make the tgldushy, and develop good trunk structure. Manysalf
fertile, and seed is easily collected after flowgri Most are promiscuous, and garden hybrids asgyeset if
more than one species is in flower at a time. dSm#lected in the spring and planted in late Septr to
November germinates quickly, and will have an entiter to grow before going dormant during thenmer.

References
J. J. A. van der WalRelargoniums of Southern Africa (3 vols.)
D. Miller, Pelargoniums

Tom Glavich January 2003

+ PLEASE BRING IN YOUR TROPHIES TO THE MEETING +
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Astrophytum myriostigma, photo by Nels Christianson

About DrY TIMES

DRrY TIMES is published monthly by theSunset Succulent Socie(sSS), whose officers are:

President Rosalie Gorchoff (310) 822-1783  Vice Fe Brigitte Williams (818) 352-4531
Secretary Peggy Oberg (310) 645-7946  Treasurer fgétimison (310) 647-7946
2" Vice Pres., Plant of the Month  Laurel Woodley
Material for publication in the newsletter must bein the Editors' hands by the 1st day of the publicaon month (e.g., by Aug. 1 for the nex}
issue). Articles and letters may be edited for spga and clarity. Editorial comment and signed artites are the opinions of the Editor o
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the vieswof the Board of Directors of the Society, an affate of the Cactus and Succulent Socie
of America, Inc. Unless expressly denied in a notwith the article, all material in the newsletter may be reprinted by non-profit
organizations, provided that proper credit is givento the SSS and the author, and that one copy of éhpublication containing the reprinted
material be sent to the Editors. Reproduction in wole or in part by any other organization or publication without the permission of the SS§

is prohibited.
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