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If you have any 4-inch plastic pots you don’t plarto use, please bring a few to the meeting to give Sue
Swartz. Sue grows many succulents to sell at ourdy sale from cuttings she takes from her yard. Thse
plants have traditionally been very popular with the public and with those just starting in the hobby.
There is no cost to Sunset for these plants, so theale represents pure profit to the Club.

Lobivias at a nursery, photo by Nels Christianson

Upcoming Events

January 16, Desert Forum, Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, for info call 626-
405-2160. (free admittance to the grounds this day when you are a Sunset member)

January 30, 9:30—11:00, 10™ annual Aloe Walk at Jurupa Mountain Cultural Center, 7621 Granite Hill Drive,
Glen Avon, CA. Phone 951-685-5818 for directions. The 6-acre succulent gardens were planted in the late
1960s and early 1970s. Buck Hemenway will lead the tour.

February 13, San Diego Winter Show and Sale, Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park.

April 10-11, South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical Gardens,
26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes, information, 310-832-2262.

April 17-18, Green Scene Plant Sale, Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., Fullerton CA 92831.

May 2, South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, 9 am-4 pm, South Coast Botanical Garden, information,
310-833-6823.

May 1-2, Sunset Succulent Society Show and Sale, Ve terans Memorial Center, Garden Room, 4117
Overland Ave., Culver City. Info 310-822-1783.

May 15, Gates Cactus and Succulent Society show and sale, 9 am — 4pm. Jurupa Mountain Cultural Center,
for info call 909-360-8802.

May 16, Huntington Plant Sale, 10:00-5:00, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 626-405-2160.

May 16, Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, Arcadia, 310-670-8148.

May 22-23, Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society, Ludwick Center, 846 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo,
CA, for info call 805-773-1499.
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If you don’t collect stamps, please save the empeelmu received this newsletter in for Nels. Thygok.
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Epiphyllum, by Nels Christianson

PLANT OF THE MONTH 2010

Cactus Succulent
CACTUS SUCCULENT

January Miniature under 3” Pelargonium, Sarcawaul
February Astrophytum Aloe — Non-Madagascar
March Mammillaria, hooked spine Sansevieria
April Epiphytic Cacti Haworthia
May Parodia (incl. Notocactus) Euphorbia — Maagr
June Gymnocalycium Calabanus, Nolina, Yucca
September  Frailea, Blossfeldia Adenium, Pachypadi
October Cactus, crested Variegated Succulents
November  Turbinocarpus Conophytum, Lithops, Baac

Habitat of Uebelmannia flavispina west of DiamaatiMinas Gerais, Brazil, by Nels Christianson
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Succulent of the Month, January 2008arcocaulon and Pelargonium

Pelargonium and Sarcocauloare two succulent genera of tk&eraniaceaefamily. Sarcocaulonis native to South
Africa and Namibia, and Pelargonium is centeredethleut with outlier species appear as far awayers/a and Yemen.
Most of the succulent species come from South AfacNamibia.

Pelargonium gibbosum

Pelargoniumsare mostly winter growing succulents. They arendt in the summer, and at this time some look lik
dead sticks. Most species are very easy to groatiéntion is paid to providing an environmentysimilar to their
South African home. Some species, sucB.achinatunmandP. tristeare tolerant enough to be naturalized in the gitoun
in Southern California when given good drainage anatected from summer watering. Many species wiit go
dormant if watered all summer, but the plant heatttd appearance both suffer.

Sarcocaulonis a small genus of about 14 species. Growingditioms for Sarcocaulonare identical to those for
Pelargonium however most require a drier summer environmanbést growth.

The potting mix forPelargoniums and Sarcocaulamould be well drained, with only small amountgjanic matter.
Fertilizer should be applied sparingly, and onlyridg good (bright and warm) growing weather. A tpm mix
recommended by Michael Vassar is 50% pumice, 35%hed builders’ sand and 15% leaf mold based planter
Plants growing under these conditions will stay paot, have thick leaves, and a healthy appearaAceell-grown
Pelargoniumwill have leaves that appear to float near thiciiged stems. If given too much water and fedilizhey
will grow leggy, and the leaves will become sddirge and droop. Plants grown hard will be healtlziad better able to
survive hot summers undamaged. Rdllargoniumaeed pruning to maintain size and shape. Pigaméw growth will
make the plants bushy, and develop good trunk tstreic Many are self fertile, and seed is easillfected after
flowering. Most are promiscuous, and garden hybace easily set if more than one species is imditat a time. Seed
collected in the spring and planted in late Septmb November germinates quickly, and will haveeatire winter to
grow before going dormant during the summer.
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