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If you are interested in traveling to the state of Oaxaca, Mexico with the CSSA this autumn (over 20 
people from around the country have already expressed interest), contact travel coordinator Dan Mahr 
by e-mail:  dmahr@entomology.wisc.edu 

 

 
Astrophytum ornatum, photo by Nels Christianson 

 
Upcoming Events  
 
January 30, 9:30—11:00, 10th annual Aloe Walk at Jurupa Mountain Cultural Center, 7621 Granite Hill Drive, 
Glen Avon, CA. Phone 951-685-5818 for directions. The 6-acre succulent gardens were planted in the late 
1960s and early 1970s. Buck Hemenway will lead the tour. 
February 13, San Diego Winter Show and Sale, Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park. 
April 10-11, South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical Gardens, 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes, information, 310-832-2262. 
April 17-18, Green Scene Plant Sale, Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., Fullerton CA 92831. 
May 2, South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, 9 am-4 pm, South Coast Botanical Garden, information, 
310-833-6823.  
May 1-2, Sunset Succulent Society Show and Sale, Ve terans Memorial Center, Garden Room, 4117 
Overland Ave., Culver City. Info 310-822-1783.  
May 15, Gates Cactus and Succulent Society show and sale, 9 am – 4pm. Jurupa Mountain Cultural Center, 
for info call 909-360-8802. 
May 16, Huntington Plant Sale, 10:00-5:00, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 626-405-2160. 
May 16, Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, Arcadia, 310-670-8148. 
May 22-23, Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society, Ludwick Center, 846 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo, 
CA, for info call 805-773-1499.�G
 

  
Astrophytum myriostigma, by Nels Christianson 
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PLANT OF THE MONTH 2010 
    
    CACTUS    SUCCULENT 
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January 2010 Plant of the Month Winners  
 
Junior Cactus (miniatures) 
1st Place  Gerald Richert  Opuntia pentlandii 
2nd Place  Gerald Richert  Rebutia heliosa 
3rd Place  Gerald Richert  Mammillaria sp. 
          
Senior Cactus (miniatures) 
1st Place  Darlene Weld  Rebutia heliosa 
 2nd Place  Karen Ohlinder Turbinocarpus macrothele 
3rd Place  Karen Ohlinder Astrophytum cv, Owzuka 
   Jim Hanna  Ariocarpus kotschoubeyanus 
 
Junior Succulent 
1st Place  Tony Princiotta Pelargonium klinghardtensis 
2nd Place  Tony Princiotta Pelargonium carnosum    
3rd Place  Gerald Richert  Sarcocaulon multifidum 
     
Senior Succulent 
1st Place  Jim Hanna  Sarcocaulon peniculinum 
2nd Place  Laurel Woodle y Pelargonium appendiculatum 
3rd Place  Darlene Weld  Pelargonium ardens 
  
The January POM judges were John Luhnow and David Verity accompanied by Tony Yanko. 

 

 
Aloes at The Huntington, photo by Nels Christianson 
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Cactus of the Month, February 2010 - Astrophytum 

 
Astrophytums are often one of the first cacti a collector starts with.  They are available for pennies (or now quarters) in 
discount stores, groceries, and home centers.  How can anyone resist the $1.29 special speckled Bishop’s Cap?  More 
than a few show plants started out this way.  At the same time, growing a perfect, 10 or 20 year old specimen plant is a 
challenge few growers can master.  Fortunately, the genus offers rewards and surprises at every level in between, making 
it one of the most popular of cacti at all levels. 
 

 
Astrophytum capricorne exhibited by Laura Oster in the 2001 Inter-city Show  

 
Astrophytums are native to Southern Texas and Northern Central Mexico.  They grow in a very arid region, with a porous 
mineral soil. One of the cultivation difficulties with Astrophytums is their tendency to split open from sudden increases 
in soil moisture level.  To avoid this, keep them in a soil that is very quick to drain, and which has little organic matter.  A 
mixture of pumice and gravel or very coarse sand, with only a little potting soil is best for these plants. 
 

 
Astrophytum asterias exhibited by Carol and Paul Maker in the 2001 Inter-city Show  

 
Astrophytum asterias is the smallest of the species.  It is the hardest to grow well, prone to splitting if over watered.   
Astrophytum capricorne is generally the longest spined species.   
Astrophytum myriostigma is the well known ‘Bishops Cap.’   
Astrophytum ornatum from Hidalgo can grow to 12 inches in diameter and three feet in height.   
 
References: 
Anderson, E. The Cactus Family, Cullman, Gotz and Groner, The Encyclopedia of Cacti 

Tom Glavich  June 2002 
Photos T. Nomer 
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Succulent of the Month  February 2009 – Non Madagascan Aloes 

 
Aloes along with the closely related Haworthia and Gasteria are part of the Asphodelaceae family.  Aloes have a very 
wide distribution, covering almost all of Africa, and ranging into Arabia and Madagascar.  This month’s Plant of the 
Month are those that grow anywhere except Madagascar. 
 

 
Aloe ferox 
 
For the Southern California Grower, the African plants that are easiest to grow are those from South Africa and 
Zimbabwe.  These are for the most part winter and spring growers. Tropical African and Arabian species are often very 
sensitive to unexpected cold and wet spells Flowers appear mostly in the winter and spring, although some can be found 
almost every month of the year.  The Huntington, from November through March is the best place to see the incredible 
flowering possibilities of this genus. 
 
Aloes grow readily and can be naturalized in most garden soils with little difficulty.  They are common in yards, and 
some species are available in most garden shops and nurseries.  They do well with some balanced fertilizer when in 
active growth.  They are also tolerant as pot plants.  Best growth will occur when given adequate root room, although 
some smaller species will tolerate considerable crowding.   
 
Vegetative propagation is extremely easy, a branch is simply cut-off, left to dry for a few days, and stuck into a new pot 
or directly into the ground.  Propagation from seed is also easy.  The seeds store well and germinate quickly when planted 
in mid spring (April is best.)  Flowering plants can be produced within two years from seed, for the smaller species.  
There are only two serious pests of Aloes, rust and mites.  Aloe rust, which produces red ringed spots, black or brown 
spots on the leaves is a fungal disease, and can be controlled with any fungicide.  Aloe galls are produced by the Aloe 
mite.  These nearly invisible insects cause deformed flower stalks or leaves.  The plant should be removed from all 
others, and is best destroyed, although eventual cure is possible with a heavy dose of systemic insecticide. 
 
References 
G. Reynolds, The Aloes of South Africa, G. Reynolds, The Aloes of Tropical Africa and Madagascar 
B. Van Wyk and G. Smith, Guide to the Aloes of South Africa 
M.  Sajeva and M. Costanzo, Succulents, The Illustrated Dictionary 

Tom Glavich  February 2003 
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The club is considering a field trip one weekend in March to Anza Borrego Desert State Park if the wildflower bloom is 
predicted to be good.  Sunset would pay for the transportation.  Let Rosalie know if you are interested – limit of 12. 


