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Epiphyllum hybrid, photo by Nels Christianson 

 
 
 
Upcoming Events  
 
  
April 10-11, South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical Gardens, 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes, for information call 310-832-2262. 
April 17-18, Green Scene Plant Sale, Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., Fullerton CA 92831. 
May 2, South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, 9 am-4 pm, South Coast Botanical Garden, for 
information call 310-833-6823.  
May 1-2, Sunset Succulent Society Show and Sale, Ve terans Memorial Center, Garden Room, 4117 
Overland Ave., Culver City. Info 310-822-1783.  
May 15, Gates Cactus and Succulent Society show and sale, 9 am – 4pm. Jurupa Mountain Cultural Center, 
for info call 909-360-8802. 
May 16, Huntington Plant Sale, 10:00-5:00, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 626-405-2160. 
May 16, Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, Arcadia, 310-670-8148. 
May 22-23, Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society, Ludwick Center, 846 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo, 
CA, for information call 805-773-1499. 
June 5-6, San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, Balboa Park, Room 101, San Diego, for 
information call 619-477-4779. 
June 12-13, Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society sponsors Drought Tolerant Plant Festival with cactus 
and succulent show and sale, Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Blvd., Encino, for information call 
Sandy Chase 818-367-0864 or Joyce Schumann 818-705-3224 
June 25-27, CSSA Annual Show and Sale, Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 
for information call 626-405-2160 or 2277, plant sales start June 25, show opens June 26, free to public. 
August 14-15, 25th Annual Intercity Show and Sale at the LA County Arboretum, 301 No. Baldwin Ave., 
Arcadia, CA., for information call Tom Glavich, 626-798-2430 or John Matthews, 661-297-5364. 
 
 
One of our newest and youngest members, Nicky Pineschi, should be commended for his cactus entry at 

the March meeting.  His enthusiastic spirit and participation call out to all members to get involved. 
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Haworthias at The Huntington, photo by Nels Christianson 

 
PLANT OF THE MONTH 2010 
    
    CACTUS    SUCCULENT 
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March 2010 Plant of the Month Winners  
  
Junior Cactus 
1st Place  Tony Princiotta Mammillaria bombycina 
2nd Place  Gerald Richert Mammillaria albicoma 
          
Senior Cactus 
1st Place  Karen Ostler  Mammillaria bombycina 
 2nd Place  Karen Ostler   Mammillaria fittkaui 
   Karen Ostler  Mammillaria setispina 
    
Junior Succulent 
1st Place  Lee Freehling Sanseveria suffruticosa 
2nd Place  Lee Freehling Sanseveria cv. Moon Shadow    
3rd Place  Lee Freehling Sanserveria suffruticosa  
    
Senior Succulent 
1st Place  Karen Ostler  Sanseveria hargesiana 
2nd Place  Jim Hanna  Sanseveria singularis 
3rd Place  Jim Hanna  Sanseveria suffruticosa 
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The March POM judges were 
Lee Freehling and John Ryan 
accompanied by Guillermo 
Rivera.  
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SAT. & SUN.  APRIL  10th & 11th, 9 am to 4 pm  
 

NOTE: The show is free, but there is an entry fee to the gardens which are 6 miles south of I-405 

 

 
)����
	�	�
��
�����
	���
����������6�
�
�7���	����*�	�������*�	��������
	�6�
�
�����8�


�
������
	�6�
�
(�����
��(�,���	����������6�

�
 
 
 

 
 

SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDENS - 26300 
CRENSHAW BLVD.  PV PENINSULA 
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Succulent of the Month  April 2010 – Haworthia 
 
Haworthias are native to South Africa, and grow in a winter-rainfall, Mediterranean environment not very 
different from Southern California.  Most are easily grown, preferring some shade and growing mostly in the 
winter and spring.  Many will grow year round, if given sufficient water. Haworthias are grown for their variable 
leaf shapes and colors.   
 
Haworthias in general are tolerant of varying potting mixes, and success has been reported with everything from 
straight pumice to potting soil - pumice or perlite mixes, to plain potting soil, and even garden soil.  They like 
light fertilization when growing, any balanced fertilizer will do.  An application of time- release fertilizer in late 
winter will help growth from late winter and early spring rains.  They will take light freezes; although some of the 
reinwardii types seem to be significantly more sensitive to cold than the others, and were damaged by 
temperatures near 30 F during last December’s cold spell.  Healthy Haworthias generally have stiff thick white 
roots.  When repotting, it’s important to inspect the roots for mealy bugs, and for old, dried brown or hollow 
roots, which are often the source of infection or rot.  These should be removed back to a healthy area.  Some 
Haworthias are easily susceptible to root rot.  All of the roots rot off, and the plant begins to look sickly and gets 
loose in the pot.  These should be removed from the soil, cleaned and left to dry for a few days, and then 
repotted in fresh potting mix.  Many growers claim that avoiding peat in the soil mix will decrease the probability 
of rot. 
 
 

 
Haworthia venosa ssp. tessellate 

 
Haworthia is divided into three subgenera, and these further divided into 8 sections.  One of these, Section 
Retusae, contains the many of the best known plants including, H retusa, H comptoniana, H. turgida and H. 
reticulata.  The plants for this month are all those included in the other 7 sections. 
 
Astroloba is a genus closely related to Haworthia.  All of the species look like some of the non-retuse 
Haworthias.  They generally have triangular leaves that spiral as they grow.  They are harder to grow into show 
plants than Haworthias, because loss of even a single leaf leaves a permanent scar.  They are easy to keep alive. 
 
References 
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B. Bayer, Haworthia Revisited 
 
Tom Glavich,  November 2004 

 


