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October 2009 Plant of the Month Winners

Junior Cactus
1% Place

Senior Cactus
1% Place

2" Place

rd

3" Place

Junior Succulent
1% Place

2" Place

Senior Succulent
1% Place

3" Place
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Buningia aurea fma. brevicylilndrica, photo by NElristianson
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Copiapoa sp.

Robert Trichter

Brian Gold
Brian Gold
John Matthews
Darlene Weld

John Luhnow
John Luhnow

Jim Hanna
Jim Hanna
Brian Gold

Copiapoa cinerea

Copiapoa gigantea

Copiapoa hypogaea cv. Lizard Skin
Copiapoa krainziana

Ficus salicifolia
Ficus palmeri

Dorstenia gigas
Ficus petiolaris
Ficus petiolaris

The October POM judge was Julia Etter assisted by Karenn Ohlinder and Lee Freehling.

The current officers are willing to continue in their positions next year. If you would like to nominate someone
for a position, please do so at the November meeting and an election will be held. Thank you.

November 7-8 , San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society show and sale, LA County Arboretum,
301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, CA
December 5-6 , Orange County Show and Sale at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Road, Fullerton,
CA 92831, 10 AM to 4 PM, for info call 714-870-4887
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Melocactusand Discocactusare two not-closely related genera of tropicalicdat share two distinguishing
features. They are both globular and both formhata when they mature, with all flowers emergingni the
cephalia.

Discocactusare heavily ribbed Brazilian cacti. The
genus is quite old, first described in 183Biscocactus
can be found inland in the state of Minas Geraml a
further South in the states of Sdo Paulo, Parargip M
Grosso, and crossing into Paraguay, and even l&o t
Southeastern most state of Bolivia, Santa Cruz.

Melocactusare among the first cacti found, probably

discovered and brought back to Europe by Columbus.
Species native to Venezuela were in cultivation in

England (and well grown even by our standardspdy e

as 1569! They are native to Central America, the
Caribbean and coastal South America, the range
(picture and plants by B. Hagblom) stretching up to Puerto Rico, and west into trapgRexu.

Discocactus bueneckeri

The distinguishing characteristics@iscocactusare their globular to flattened globular shapegjhalium, and
fragrant night blooming flowers. Unlikdelocactusthe cephalia stay relatively small, are almosiagk white,
and have long soft wool. The cephalidvélocactusare generally darker, often red or orange, wittrtshairs,
and form columns with age. An important differetetween the two genera is that the onset of aatiej in
Melocactusterminates vegetative growth. The body no lorggs larger.Discocactushave ring-meristems (a
ring of growth cells) that surround the cephaliland allow the body to continue to grow after thphadium
forms.

Both genera have similar cultivation requirementhey grow in rocky soil, often protected by nussgubs.
The soil contains the decaying remains of shrutmnbliads, lichen, and other organic matter. Tin@iklity is
high, particularly during the growing season. Neit will tolerate cold, and particularly cold andetw
Melocactusn particular tend to get hard brown scars if tgeytoo cold, even while dry.

In the most modern referencBuiningia has been swept into the genbsleocephalocereus Buiningia is
limited to the northern region of the state of Min@erais in the area of Pedra Azul whereas ther othe
Coleocephalocerei are also found in the statesspfriio Santo and Rio de JaneirBuiningia (and the rest of
Coleocephalocerelisare distinguished by producing a cephalium (aore@f dense hair-like spination from
which flowers and fruit appear). The cephalidainingiaare located on one side and are mostly contamed i
a groove in the stem. They grow in rocky quartzité, often protected by nurse shrubs. The smit&ins the
decaying remains of bromeliads, lichen, and othgamic matter, and is acid. The humidity is higarticularly
during the growing season. Buiningia will not talie cold, and particularly cold and wet. Theyl wdar if the
temperature approaches 40° F, even if bone dryst Mderences recommend keeping them above 55° F.

References:
Cullman, Gotz and Gronefhe Encyclopedia of Cacti
Rowley, A History of Succulent Plants
Innes, C. and Glass, acti
Tom Glavich April 2003
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Crassula brevifolia, photo by Nels Christianson

Crassula pubescens var. rattrayi, photo by Nelgstdmson

Melocactus bahiensis, Sussuarana, Bahia, photcels/Ghristianson
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