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## Please let Rosalie know at the show on Saturday  if you would like to go out for dinner as
part of a group after 5:00 pm when the show closes. ##

April 2009 Plant of the Month Winners

Junior Cactus
1% Place Robert Trichter Mammillaria albata

Senior Cactus

1% Place Brian Gold Mammillaria spinossimus v. rubra
2" Place Nels Christianson Mammillaria formosa
3" Place Brian Gold Mammillaria gigantea

Junior Succulent
1% Place Stan Kamin Dyckia sp.

Senior Succulent

1% Place Jim Hanna Dyckia x cv. Bill Paylen
2" Place Karen Ostler Dyckia remotiflora

Jim Hanna Dyckia cv. Arizona x Brittlestar
3" Place Nels Christianson Orthophytum aff. magalhaesii

The April POM judges were Darlene Weld and Martin Ostler accompanied by speaker Guillermo Rivera.

2005 Sunset Succulent Society



DRY TIMES Vol. 109, No.5 May 2009 p.3

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 9, Gates CSS 29th Show and Sales, Sat 9 to 4, Jurupa Mountains Cultural Center, 7621 Granite Hill
Drive, Glen Avon, CA — Info. 909-360-8802.

May 17, Huntington Plant Sale, 10:00-5:00, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 626-405-2160.

May 17, Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, Arcadia, 310-670-8148.

May 23-24, Central Coast CSS Annual Show and Sale, 10 to 4, Ludwick Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis
Obispo, CA - Info. 805-237-2054, www.centralcoastcactus.org

June 6-7, San Diego CSS Show and Sale, Balboa Park, San Diego, Rm. 101, Info. 619-477-4779.

June 13-14, Los Angeles CSS Show and Sale, Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Bl., Encino, CA.
Show info. — call 818-363-3432.

June 26-28, CSSA Annual Show and Sale, Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino,
CA. — Info. 626-405-2160 or 2277, plant sales start June 26 and continue thru June 28, show opens June 27
thru June 28. Free to the public.

July 24-26, Orange County Summer Show and Sale — at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Road,
Fullerton, Show and Sale Fri. 12 pm to 4 pm, Sat. & Sun 10 am to 4 pm. Info.: 714-870-4887.

Reflections on the CSSA Convention in Tucson by Sun  set members:

Josiah Hartzell:

Although a bit hectic, my experience at the 2009 biennial CSSA convention was very rewarding. Confined by
my circumstances at work, | was only able to drive out on Friday evening, and had to return to L.A. on Sunday
morning. Although | very much wish | could have spent more time at the convention, what | did see was
excellent. First off, the sales area was absolutely wonderful with an amazing selection of plants and pottery,
all of which was top quality. Better yet, most of the growers made a significant effort to be around their tables,
so you could ask questions and get answers from the experts themselves. My best buy was a very nice sized
Boswellia sacra, a species I've been after for a while now. | was also tempted by a *massive* Dorstenia gigas,
but at $350, it was way out of my price range! Beyond the sales, the various programs | was able to attend
were fascinating. In particular, a talk given by Bob Webb about the succulent diversity of the Baja Peninsula
stood out as a favorite. It was a really excellent collection of photos and technical information, presented in an
engaging fashion. Finally, although | didn't see everyone who attended, it was fun to socialize with those of us
from our club who | did find. It really is a friendly, welcoming community, and everyone was eager to share in
the fun and excitement. My only regret of the weekend was that | didn't get to spend nearly as much time
there as | would like to have!
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Gretchen Davis:

During the Friday pre-conference tour of private gardens, each stop demonstrated the variation among
succulent lovers. We marveled at the work of a young Tucson landscape architect who personally selected
and positioned each boulder and plant to create an ordered environment amid the giant cacti that surround his
garden. We were awe-struck as we entered the large green house of another Tucson collector. Few of us had
seen such a thoughtful arrangement of so many perfect plants, all set in gravel to form mini-landscapes of
unusual and familiar plants.

During the bus ride between homes, | met two couples from Australia who were experienced collectors,
photographers, and authors, as well as succulent enthusiasts from Seattle, St Louis, and Austin. People were
friendly and eager to talk about their experiences with plants, cameras, and publishing, and to share their
enthusiasm for the natural beauty and wonders of the Tucson area.

John Matthews:

| really enjoyed my first convention. | was somewhat hesitant that the talks would be over my head but that
was not the case. | especially enjoyed the talk by a professor from Mexico discussing his research into
pollination studies of agaves and how they will create bulbils when pollinators are not available. | was
surprised at how open almost everyone was to sharing their experiences and especially enjoyed hearing some
of the stories related to historical aspects of the hobby. | would encourage anyone at any level of interest to
attend the next convention.

Laurel Woodley:

The five days of the convention were filled with activities including all-day lectures, special workshops and
opportunities to purchase plants and books from dealers. Sunday evening was the CSSA Live Auction with an
Agave utahensis variegata going for $3,000. Monday was a field day with the most popular tour entitled:
Habitat Exploration into Redington Pass and Beyond. Highlights of this wonderful field trip were Mammillaria
grahamii, M. macdougalii, Coryphantha vivipara ssp. bisbeeana, Ferocactus wislizeni, Ecinocereus
rigidissimus, and Dasylirion wheeleri.

Nels Christianson:

Being located in the Sonoran Desert Tucson was a spectacular place to have a convention because of the
many options available to view cacti and succulents. Cultural and historical monuments abounded also with
San Xavier del Bac church, downtown'’s El Pueblo, Ted DeGracia Studio, and Fort Lowell Park, as well as
shopping for succulent plants and American Indian and Mexican artwork. | really enjoyed the daylong trip
through Redington Pass with its many stops to photograph plants. The presentations | attended were by and
large very interesting and the accompanying pictures excellent. Kelly Griffin’s photography, for example, is to
be praised. | was especially pleased that well known Florida bromeliad specialist Dennis Cathcart was invited.
His two programs on lithophytic bromeliads and succulent tillandsias were spectacular and well attended. |
very much appreciated the program by the graceful Daniela Zappi on the cacti of Eastern Brazil and her
scholarly and thorough presentation of the material. However, it was poorly attended which was a pity. In part
this may have been due to the late hour but it did compete with another program that had a large audience.
The structure adopted by this convention in presenting two separate speakers at the same time in different
rooms was not in itself a negative and was understandable since all topics do not interest all convention goers.
However, | believe it would have been better to employ this schedule to a lesser extent.

Astrophytum ornatum on display at Tucson conventioto by Nels Christianson
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Jim Hanna:
| enjoyed the Tucson Convention and like always it's good to meet and see people and friends we have met

over the years of attending conventions. There were a lot of good programs over the week and thanks goes to
the Tucson Club for a great convention.

, L+ % $ && &
P
#9$ #$ #% #& #% " #
# ! ' (1 )
| * +
, + +
I n
, % - " #
| + / ,
" "+ 10 & #!
+ !
+ % "# + + # + 12 "-#1 -#
1 #1 [ -#1$ -# 13 - " " +
+ $
P + +

0
2005 Sunset Succulent Society



DRY TIMES Vol. 109, No.5 May 2009

The Cacti of the Month for May are the two genefr@arrel Cactus from Mexico with outliers stretcimto
the Southern US and Guatemala.

Echinocactus grusonientered in the 2001 Intercity Show by Jacques 8xeTi

Echinocactuswvas once one of the ‘main’ genera of cacti, and deer a hundred species and more than a
thousand names. As additional collection and rebeaontinued over the years, most of the specieg we
separated into other genera, leaving only the thiaeremain.Echinocactusuperficially resembl&erocactus
howeverEchinocactushave straight spines, whileerocactushave hooked spines and nectar glands on the
areoles.

Echinocactusare generally large plants, growing to three feetmore in diameter, and as high. The most
common example iEchinocactus grusonii popularly known as the ‘golden barrel cactus’noother-in-law’s
cushion, and a staple of any cactus garden. Wésermate in having them grow well anywhere in ®eun
California. They are a prominent feature of thentihgton’s cactus garden, and one of the key plantbe
Getty Museum garden as well.

Echinocactusgrow well in normal cactus soils. The Texas specare sensitive to over watering, but
Echinocactus grusonis nearly indestructible, and does best when pthirt the ground.

Other species include:

E. horizonthaloniusgrows wider than tall, has great spines, but regumore heat than we generally have for
good growth.

E. ingensgrows taller than the others, and has frostedentiis and yellowish wool.

E. texensids a smaller species. It has the only spectafiolaers of the genus.

Ferocactus pottsii v. alamosanestered by C & J Spotts in the 2001 CSSA Show
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Ferocactuss a medium-sized genus, with about 40 membergh &ge,Ferocactigenerally get to be very
large plants, particularly when grown in the grouimdtunately, they are fairly slow growers. Whgnown in
pots, they will stay at a comfortable size for mgagrs. Although there are only about 40 speaesy of
them are fairly variable, with widely varying spilengths, shapes, textures and colors, dependitigeon
specific locality.

Ferocacisare easily grown, and most are perfectly happgauts without protection year round in Southern
California. A normal well draining potting mix witlo well. They need sun to bring out the colard gextures
of the spines.

Ferocactusare easily raised from seed. Planting is mostessful when done in April or May. The seedlings
grow slowly at first, but soon take off. There asxeral advantages to growiRgrocactusrom seed. The first
is that the selection of type localities and spiagations is far greater than you will ever sea atant show or
sale. The second and most important is that youoggrow the plant through its awkward juvenilegth.
During the second yedferocactusspines grow completely out of proportion to therocactusbody. A
Ferocactusthat will eventually be a foot in diameter, andieét tall with 3 or four inch spines, will have as
seedling a body less than an inch in diameter, gpthes an inch or more long.

Favorite Species:

Ferocactus chrysacanthusrom Baja California has dense golden spines, lz@mbmes a spectacular species
when about 8 inches in diameter. It will grow tée8t, eventually.

F. emoryi from Arizona and Sonora, has long red spinesdhatvary from straight to hooked.

F. latispinus, from central Mexico, has flat reddish spines, vdistinct grooves running crosswise, particularly
on the bottom. A varietyf-. latispinus v spiralishas the spines forming a spiral pattern up then.sté\
spectacular plant when it gets to be about 18 mtdle

F. rectispinus,closely related t&. emoryi,has bright red spines.

F. stainesii from San Luis Potosi, has red to carmine spinkssters quickly, and can grow to 9 feet, given
enough time.

F. wislizenii, another Baja species has flat spines. It grosserm the winter than the summer.

Leuchtenbergiais a monotypic genus, (with one speciksprincipis It is very closely related to Ferocactus,
but looks more like aAgave It is grown just like &erocactus

References: Edward Andersoifhe Cactus Family,J. PilbeamCacti for the Connoisseur,Cullmann, Gotz
& Groner,The Encyclopedia of Cacti --Tom Glavich, November 2004, Photos by T. Nomer

One of the gardens seen on Tucson Convention f@wto by Gretchen Davis
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Sinningia , a member of the Gesneriaceae:

Sinningia species, known for their bright tubular flowers, often grow on rocks or cliffs. They are
native to Central and South America but primarily southeastern Brazil. Most Sinningias are pollinated
by hummingbirds. The most well known member is S. speciosa, known as the florist gloxinia (not a
Gloxinia at all). Species with sizable tubers such as leucotricha, iarae, lineata, macropoda and
cardinalis are of special interest to succulent collectors. S. leucotricha has leaves with silvery, silky
hairs and flowers ranging from salmon to coral. Over time it can form a caudex 5 inches wide or
more. It takes more sun than the other species. S. iarae was discovered by Mauro Peixoto of Mogi
das Cruzes, Sao Paulo state and named after his mother lara. It has medium green tomentose
leaves and dark coral to dusky red flowers. S. cardinalis, with dark green tomentose leaves and
bright red flowers, has been in cultivation for many decades. As with all Sinningias, it requires a
winter rest period with minimal water. Sinningias prefer cool evenings and do well in morning to early
afternoon sun at the coast.

Sinningia leucotrichashowing caudex
photo by Nels Christianson

PLANT OF THE MONTH 2009

Cactus Succulent
June Columnar Cactus — Cereus, Cleistocactus  Padieheveria
September  Copiapoa, Matucana Dorstenia, Ficus
October Opuntia, Pereskia, Austrocylindropuntia  sGss Cyphostemma
November Melocactus, Buiningia, Discocactus Crassu
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About DrRY TIMES

DRrY TIMES is published monthly by theSunset Succulent Socie(sSS), whose officers are:

President Rosalie Gorchoff (310) 822-1783  Vice Fe Brigitte Williams (818) 352-4531
Secretary Peggy Oberg (310) 645-7946  Treasurer fgétimison (310) 647-7946
2" Vice Pres., Plant of the Month  Laurel Woodley

Material for publication in the newsletter must bein the Editors' hands by the 1st day of the publicaon month (e.g., by Aug. 1 for the nex
issue). Articles and letters may be edited for spga and clarity. Editorial comment and signed artites are the opinions of the Editor o
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the vieswof the Board of Directors of the Society, an affate of the Cactus and Succulent Society
of America, Inc. Unless expressly denied in a notwith the article, all material in the newsletter may be reprinted by non-profit
organizations, provided that proper credit is givento the SSS and the author, and that one copy ofeéhpublication containing the reprinted
material be sent to the Editors. Reproduction in wole or in part by any other organization or publication without the permission of the SS$

is prohibited.
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