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 **  If your last name begins with letter A-F,  please bring goodies to munch on at the break.  Thank you! 
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If you have any trophies, please bring them to the meeting and give them to Rosalie. 
 
Upcoming Events  
April 10-15, CSSA Convention, Westin La Paloma Reso rt & Spa, Tucson, AZ, for more info go to 
www.cssainc.org 
April 18-19, Green Scene Plant Sale, Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., Fullerton CA 92831. 
May 2-3, Sunset Succulent Society Show and Sale, Ve terans Memorial Center, Garden Room, 4117 
Overland Ave., Culver City. Info 310-822-1783. 
May 3, South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, 9 am-4 pm, South Coast Botanical Garden, information, 
310-833-6823.  
May 9, Gates CSS 29th Show and Sales, Sat 9 to 4, Jurupa Mountains Cultural Center, 7621 Granite Hill 
Drive, Glen Avon, CA – Info. 909-360-8802. 
May 17, Huntington Plant Sale, 10:00-5:00, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 626-405-2160. 
May 17, Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, Arcadia, 310-670-8148. 
May 23-24, Central Coast CSS Annual Show and Sale, 10 to 4, Ludwick Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis 
Obispo, CA – Info. 805-237-2054, www.centralcoastcactus.org 
June 6-7, San Diego CSS Show and Sale, Balboa Park, San Diego, Rm. 101, Info. 619-477-4779. 
June 13-14, Los Angeles CSS Show and Sale, Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Bl., Encino, CA. 
Show info. – call 818-363-3432. 
June 26-28, CSSA Annual Show and Sale, Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 
CA. – Info. 626-405-2160 or 2277, plant sales start June 26 and continue thru June 28, show opens June 27 
thru June 28, free to the public.�G

�G
Mammillaria mystax, shown by Brian Gold, photo by Nels Christianson 

 
PLANT OF THE MONTH 2009 

 
  Cactus     Succulent 
 
May  Echinocactus, Ferocactus, Leuchtenbergia Adenia, Bombax, Sinningia 
 
June  Columnar Cactus – Cereus, Cleistocactus Dudleya, Echeveria 
   
September Copiapoa, Matucana    Dorstenia, Ficus 

 
October Opuntia, Pereskia, Austrocylindropuntia Cissus, Cyphostemma 
 
November Melocactus, Buiningia, Discocactus   Crassula 
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March 2009 Plant of the Month Winners  
 
Junior Cactus 
1st Place  Gerald Richert Stenocactus sp. 
2nd  Place  Robert Trichter Stenocactus crispatus 
3rd Place  Gerald Richert Stenocactus multicostatus 
          
Senior Cactus 
1st Place  John Matthews Stenocactus multicostatus 
2nd Place  Karen Ohlinder Stenocactus multicostatus 
3rd  Place  Nels Christianson Stenocactus albatus   
 
Junior Succulent No entries 
     
Senior Succulent 
1st Place  Karenn Ohlinder Cheiridopsis minor 
2nd Place  John Mathews Fenestraria rhopalophylla 
3rd Place  Karenn Ohlinder Cheiridopsis cigarettifera 
      Cheiridopsis ranzylii 
 
The March POM judges were Bonnie Ikemura and Mark Alan Thomas accompanied by Karen Ostler. 
 
�p�•�G� �–�œ�G�•�ˆ�•�Œ�G�ˆ�•� �G�Œ�Ÿ�›�™�ˆ�G�”�Œ�‹�•�œ�”�G�š�•�¡�Œ�‹�G�—�“�ˆ�š�›�•�Š�G�—�–�›�š�G�›�•�ˆ�›�G� �–�œ�G�ˆ�™�Œ�G�•�–�›�G�œ�š�•�•�Ž�S�G�—�“�Œ�ˆ�š�Œ�G�‰�™�•�•�Ž�G�›�•�Œ�”�G�›�–�G
�›�•�Œ�G�”�Œ�Œ�›�•�•�Ž�G�•�–�™�G�z�œ�Œ�G�z�ž�ˆ�™�›�¡�G�ž�•�–�G�Š�ˆ�•�G�œ�š�Œ�G�›�•�Œ�”�G�›�–�G�—�œ�›�G�œ�—�G�—�“�ˆ�•�›�š�G�•�–�™�G�›�•�Œ�G�j�“�œ�‰�Å �š�G�›�ˆ�‰�“�Œ�G�ˆ�›�G�›�•�Œ�G
�t�ˆ� �G�š�•�–�ž�G�ˆ�•�‹�G�š�ˆ�“�Œ�U�G�G�h�›�G�š�•�–�ž�›�•�”�Œ�S�G�—�“�Œ�ˆ�š�Œ�G�Š�–�•�š�•�‹�Œ�™�G�‹�–�•�ˆ�›�•�•�Ž�G�—�“�ˆ�•�›�š�G� �–�œ�G�•�–�G�“�–�•�Ž�Œ�™�G�ž�ˆ�•�›�U�G
 
Succulent of the Month  April 2009 – Succulent Bromeliads 
The Bromeliads, like Cacti are a New World family.  Like the Cacti they have evolved to cover a range of 
environments, from the Coastal Mountains of Chile, to the plains of Argentina, to the Amazon, the dry scrub 
and Montane forests of Brazil, all of Central America and Mexico, the off-shore Islands, and even the 
temperature regions of Argentina and the United States. 
 

 
Dyckia fosteriana 

 
The Bromeliad Family is one of the monocots, along with Agave and Aloe, however it is a very distant relative 
of these more common succulents, and is more closely allied to the Palms, Heliconia, and the non-succulent 
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monocots of the tropics.  Most Bromeliads are not succulent.  They come from tropical forests and require a 
steady source of water. 
There are at least three regions where gradual climatic change forced some Bromeliad genera (and some species 
of other genera) to become succulent.  The best known of the succulent genera are Dyckia, from Brazil and the 
surrounding countries, Puya, which are mostly Andean plants, Hechtia, largely confined to Mexico, and the 
Tillandsia, which inhabit regions from Virginia to Argentina.  There are some spectacular succulents in other 
genera as well. 
Dyckia and Hechtia have similar cultural requirements, even though they are a hemisphere apart.  Both like well 
draining soil.  Most species can tolerate some cold, and light frosts are generally not a problem.  A heavy frost 
will cause some tip damage, but is usually not fatal.  They can take full sun when planted in the ground, but 
prefer some protection from the worst of the heat during the day.  The roots are more sensitive to overheating 
than the leaves.  There are dozens of species of Dyckia.  Hechtia names need work; there are many unnamed 
species, and many species with more than one name.  There are spectacular forms just waiting for cultivation. 
A lesser-known genus with a significant number of succulent species is Orthophytum.  This genus comes from 
Brazil, and the genus for the most part occupies a warm and humid environment.  Many of the Orthophytum are 
spectacularly flocked with special cells (trichomes) that pull moisture directly out of the air. Bands of trichome 
rich and trichome poor regions on the leaves give these plants a spectacular coloring.  
References: 
H.  Jacobsen, A Handbook of Succulent Plants, D. Benzing, Bromeliaceae Profile of an Adaptive Radiation 
Tom Glavich  August 2003 
 

 
  

 About DRY TIMES 
 

DRY TIMES is published monthly by the Sunset Succulent Society (SSS), whose officers are: 
 

President Rosalie Gorchoff  (310) 822-1783 Vice Pres. Brigitte Williams  (818) 352-4531 
Secretary Peggy Oberg  (310) 645-7946 Treasurer Jeff Jamison   (310) 647-7946 

2nd Vice Pres., Plant of the Month     Laurel Woodley 
 
Material for publication in the newsletter must be in the Editors' hands by the 1st day of the publication month (e.g., by Aug. 1 for the 
next issue).  Articles and letters may be edited for space and clarity.  Editorial comment and signed articles are the opinions of the 
Editor or author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the Board of Directors of the Society, an affiliate of the Cactus and 
Succulent Society of America, Inc.  Unless expressly denied in a note with the article, all material in the newsletter may be reprinted by 
non-profit organizations, provided that proper credit is given to the SSS and the author, and that one copy of the publication containing 
the reprinted material be sent to the Editors.  Reproduction in whole or in part by any other organization or publication without the 
permission of the SSS is prohibited.  


